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Milk Feeding in Schools Builds Healthy Bodies 


“Watch the children grow when they drink 
milk,” says Mary G. McCormick, 
of Nutrition. Through the practice of serving 
milk in the schools, which has been established 
in forty-seven cities and forty-one villages of 
the State, the nutrition level of the children has 
been greatly raised, it is claimed. 


Supervisor 


“To the child the straw is the chief attrac- 
tion but through the straw passes energy for 
the morning’s work and the best kind of body 
building materials, as 


well as the vitamins 


which exert such a stimulating effect on 
growth,” according to Miss McCormick. 

“It is becoming more and more evident,” she 
declares, “that to develop proper mental 
strength special attention must be given to the 
nutrition of the body. Mental growth and 
physical growth must begin together and go 
together throughout the school life of the child. 
Mental strength and physical strength make a 
strong team. A _ well-balanced nutrition and 
proper health supervision furnish the greatest 
assurance for mental and physical vigor.” 
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Phi Beta Kappa Offers To Furnish Speakers 


An offer of furnishing inspirational speakers 
without fee upon the request of school officials 
has been made by the New York State Asso- 
ciation of Phi Beta Kappa. The offer is made, 
according to the association officials, because 
this fraternity feels that it owes a duty to its 
fellows, the community, State and Nation “to 
encourage the love of letters and of sound 
scholarship, and above all to keep alive the 
pure flame of truth.” 

The speakers will include eminent statesmen, 
clergymen, jurists, educators, scientists and 
men of letters who will present from their 
various viewpoints the object of the fraternity, 
“the promotion of scholarship, friendship and 
morality” to the secondary schools and col- 
leges of the State. The speakers will be 
chosen with the utmost care and with the guid- 
ance of reports of addresses solicited from the 
principals, teachers and pupils. 

In announcing this offer the officials of the 
association state: 

With the names of prominent Phi Beta 
Kappa speakers appearing daily in the public 
press the offer of the state chapters will in- 
terest the teachers, principals and parents of 
New York State. Elihu Root in Hamilton, 
Charles E. Hughes in Brown, Henry Cabot 
Lodge in Harvard, and Lucien Underwood in 
Virginia, like thousands of other students, 
made Phi Beta Kappa solely through the 
scholarship maintained by them in American 
colleges. 

This, the first Greek letter society, was 
founded December 5, 1776. Antedating the 
Federal Government, it has stood consistently 
for educational, patriotic and fraternal ideals. 
True to its original purpose, it still cherishes 
the sentiments expressed in its motto and 
graven on its emblem. It now seeks to foster 
a greater love of wisdom in the hearts of 
American youth, and earnestly desires to help 
extend the sound knowledge that should be 
their guide of life. 

The principal’s invitation of a speaker im- 
plies first that a suitable opportunity for the 
address by the speaker will be provided, and 
second that an interested audience will be 
present. 

[he application for a speaker should set forth 
clearly the day of the week, the hour of the 
day and the length of the period available for 
the speaker, which need not exceed half an 
hour. An alternative date of sufficient time to 
provide for delays in correspondence may prove 
helpful. The check for $5 from each school 
to cover the traveling expenses of the speakers 
should be mailed to the secretary with the ap- 
plication, and the traveling expenses of the 


speaker will be paid to him directly by the 


secretary. The entertainment of the speaker 
by the school should be provided by the prin 
cipal and those interested with him —a parent 
teacher association, the board of education and 
the faculty. 

The teachers who hear the address may prop 
erly be invited to report to the principal an 
unbiased opinion of his program, the efforts of 
the association and their impressions of the 
speaker. Whether the discussions of the 
students shall be led by the teacher and school 
credits given to the students for the reports 
made by them may properly be left with the 
individual school authorities to determine li 
formal reports are called for, representative 
selections of them and the candid opinions of 
the teachers thereon with any confidential sug- 
gestions of the principal should be mailed at 
an early opportunity to the secretary of the 
association. 

Continuing the work of the current school 
year, the association will endeavor to perfect 
itineraries in the different districts of the State 
during the closing weeks of the semester and 
to furnish commencement speakers. Further 
information can be secured from the several 
districts of the State on application to the Rev. 
Charles A. Broughton, Church of the Ascen- 
sion, Buffalo; President Frederick C. Ferry 
Hamilton College, Clinton; President A. R. 
Brubacher, New York State College for Teach- 
ers, Albany. 


SS eee 


Art Teachers To Meet 
in Metropolitan Museum 


A conference of art teachers has been called 
by Jennie L. Clark, president of the West- 
chester Art Teachers Association, to be held 
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art on May 23, 
1924. The teachers are asked to report to 
Classroom B promptly at 10.30 a. m. There 
will be three speakers and an opportunity will 
be offered for discussion of the topics presented. 

Ernest W. Watson of Pratt Institute will 
give an illustrated address on “ Posters”; 
J. Winthrop Andrews, director of art in the 
Yonkers public schools, will discuss “Art in 
the Junior High School”; Leon L. Winslow, 
Supervisor of Art Education of the Depart- 
ment, will explain “ The Manner of Accrediting 
Drawing and Art Subjects in High Schools.” 

Exhibitions of pupils’ work to be on display 
are as follows: first year design work of pupils 
in the Mount Vernon High School, representa- 
tive drawings from seventh and eighth grade 
pupils of Yonkers, and advanced applied design 
work of pupils of the White Plains High 


School. 
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Demand Exceeds Supply 


Some weeks ago the board of education of a 
small but wealthy community in New York 
State offered a salary of $200 a month for a 
teacher of a class of fifteen mentally retarded 
children. One might easily jump to the con- 
clusion that a board of education offering such 
a salary would have no difficulty in securing 
a teacher, but that conclusion would not be in 
accord with the facts. That board of educa- 
tion was willing to pay almost any salary 
within reason for a teacher with sufficient 
training to understand the needs of the situation 
and to assume the responsibility of instructing 
and training the little group of fifteen. The 
supply of adequately trained teachers for such 
work was practically exhausted at the opening 
of the schools in September. 

This is not an isolated instance. During thi 
current school year the demand for special class 
teachers has quite surpassed the supply. Sev 
eral classes have failed of realization after al! 
the preliminary steps of organization had been 
completed. 

Two factors are probably responsible for the 
somewhat sudden demand for specially trained 
teachers for classes of mentally retarded chil- 
dren. First, the increasing practice of utilizing 
standard achievement tests as a measure of 
pupil ability is demonstrating to superintendents 
the fact, long suspected by them, that there are 
a number of retarded children in every school 
system who are seriously clogging the educa- 
tional machinery, and that within this group 
is a smaller group of very seriously retarded 
children for whom special classes must be pro- 
vided in order to give them a different sort of 
education from that offered by the present 
curriculum. 

A second factor responsible for the new 
teacher demand is the fact that superintendents 
may now receive financial assistance from the 
State for the formation of special classes. 
Recent legislation now provides state aid for 
each special class, equivalent to one-half of the 
salary paid the teacher, such aid not to exceed 
$1000 for each class. This financial assistance 
has already materially increased the number of 
special classes. 

To meet the consequent teacher demand, 
boards of education are beginning to offer 
special inducements. Some are defraying the 
expenses of a teacher who will take the speciai 
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of Special Class Teachers 


training at some summer school; others art 
increasing the annual salary offered to special 
class teachers from $50 to $150 above that paid 
to teachers in the grades 

Not every teacher is fitted by nature for this 
very specialized, scientific educational venture 
If one possesses a generous fund of human 
sympathy, a liberal sense of humor, if she is 
not a victim of “nerves,” if she has initiative 
and appreciates the opportunity of being a path 
finder, a pioneer in education, such a one will 
be thrice welcome to the ranks. With training 
she should command a salary beyond that which 
she will ever receive in the regular grades. But 
of course, salary is seldom the paramount con 
sideration for conscientious teachers. 

Are there not other factors that make the 
special class field attractive? First, the chil 
dren in special classes have been given careful 
individual examinations which, when complete, 
furnish information on the physical handicaps 
of the child, on his mental limitations and 
special abilities, on his emotional life and per- 
sonality traits, on his home life and heredity, 
and on his cultural and environmental back- 
ground. With all such valuable information at 
hand the task of individual instruction is greatly 
simplified. Second, the special class group is 
small, only fifteen, and hence individual instruc 
tion affords opportunity for the teacher to 
study the workings of the child mind, to ob- 
serve accurately the various mental processes 
to see, as it were, the learning process in actual 
operation. This opportunity for psychological 
observation and study affords a lure for the 
ambitious teacher. Third, another attractive 
feature lies in the teacher’s opportunity for 
initiative and professional experimentation. In 
the special class no annual goals are imposed, 
nor can they be. The regular grade course of 
study can not be wholly realized because the 
subject matter that can be accomplished in any 
given period of time varies with each individual 
The daily program must be interspersed with 
attractive manual and recreational activities not 
possible in the grades. In these conditions the 
teacher sees a chance for her own initiative 
and opportunity to prove — perhaps disprove 
her cherished methods of presentation and drill, 
of devising and experimenting with new meth- 
ods when the old do not meet the need. In 


Concluded on page 220 
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Junior project boy builds winter house for his chickens 








Boys compete in judging stock 


Boys and Girls Show Interest in Junior Project Work 


. 
Boys and girls in rural communities are ex- those of last year by several hundred. The 7 
hibiting unusual interest this year in junior pro- fact that 72 per cent of the 14,185 boys and 
ject work. Already the enrolments exceed girls who enrolled for project work last year 
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completed their work satisfactorily is an evi- 
dence that the interest is genuine. 

The lad building the poultry house is Ernest 
Lesson, 14 years of age, of Schaghticoke, Rens- 
selaer county, who has enrolled for a poultry 
project. Last spring he raised a flock of 
pullets and had decided to keep them over the 
winter for egg production. He is shown solv- 
ing his problem of housing by using old lumber 
salvaged from boxes. 

The boys in the yard with the cattle are a 
group of junior project workers assembled near 
Sidney from several counties in competition for 
membership on the judging team which repre- 
sented New York State at the National Dairy 
Show at Syracuse last fall. All the boys have 
received organized instruction in selecting, 
feeding and caring for dairy cattle. 

Such varied activities may give the teachers 
and boys and girls in the rural communities a 
better idea of the interests and activities in 
junior project work. If teachers or pupils have 
not yet had an opportunity to enrol for junior 
work, they may do so by corresponding with 
their district superintendents or with the junior 
extension leader in their counties. 

a 


Retires from Library 


after 35 Years of Service 

Ada Alice Jones retired from service in the 
State Library on April Ist after 35 years of 
unbroken connection with its staff. In inform- 
ing the Board of Regents of her contemplated 
retirement, Commissioner Frank P. Graves at 
the March 27th meeting said: 

During all this time she has been a cataloger, 
and since 1892, head cataloger; for the period 
1888-1911 she was instructor in cataloging in 
the New York State Library School, and since 
1891 she has been secretary of the faculty of 
the school. She is a member of the first class 
(1888) graduated from the Library School and 
one of five of its twenty-two members still 
active in library work. Her service is notable 
not alone for its unusual length but for its 
exceptional quality. 

The Regents accepted the resignation of Miss 
Jones with sincere regret and at the same time 
expressed their appreciation for her faithful 
service. 





— — (} — 

At a special school meeting of Union Free 
School District 7, towns of Leicester and York, 
on March 19th, it was voted to issue bonds for 
$80,000 for the erection of an addition to the 
high school building. 
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Pan-American Congress 
Planned for September 1925 

Believing that education is the best means of 
developing national and international sentiment 
in favor of a more intimate union and greater 
solidarity among the American nations, a con- 
ference known as the Pan-American Peda- 
gogical Congress will be held in Santiago, 
Chile, in September 1925. 

This meeting, it is believed, will offer an 
unusual opportunity to American educators to 
form closer bonds of friendship and coopera- 
tion with their colleagues of this hemisphere, 
to exchange information, to observe progress 
in other countries and to work out plans facili- 
tating the interchange of teachers and students 
between the Americas. 





Oo-—— 


Columbia University Hall 
Named for First President 


Columbia University’s new $1,000,000 resi- 
dence hall for women, now being erected, will 
be named Johnson Hall in recognition of the 
service to Columbia and to the Nation of 
Samuel Johnson, first president of King’s Col- 
lege, and of his son, William Samuel Johnson, 
first president of Columbia College after the 
Revolution. 


——— 


An interesting school magazine known as the 

G. H. S. Broadcaster ” 
the pupils of Granville High School. The 
March 26th number contains an article on “ The 
Grading and Promotion of Pupils” by Frank 
S. Fogg, secretary of the board of education. 


is being p blished by 


—tr 





The following quotation from one of Wash- 
ington’s addresses has been chosen as _ the 
inscription for the new Washington Junior 
High School in Jamestown: “ Knowledge is in 
every country, the surest basis of public 
happiness.” 


—_()»-- -—— 


Charles C. Madeira jr, of Harrisburg, Pa., 
has been selected as principal of the Horse- 
heads High School. He succeeds Orval T. 
Butler who was elected district superintendent 
of schools for the first district of Chemung 
county. 
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Mount Vernon Pupil Wins Safety Essay Contest 


To Frances McGee, a pupil in the Lincoln 
School of Mount Vernon, has been awarded 
the first prize for the State in the 1923 safety 
essay contest conducted by the Highway Edu 
cation Board, according to the announcement 
recently made by judges of the essays sub- 
mitted to the Department. Her essay has been 
forwarded to the Washington headquarters ot 
the Highway Education Board for competition 
for the national prize. The first state prize is 
a gold medal and $15 

The second state prize was won by Erma 
Scott, a pupil of the Oak Street School of 
Binghamton. This prize is a_ silver medal 
and $10. 

The judges awarded first place to the lesson 
plan submitted by Electra Zappala, a teacher 
in Public School 44, Bronx. There is no state 
prize awarded to the teachers but Miss Zap- 
pala’s plan has been forwarded to Washington 
for participation in the national contest for 
which the prizes are: first, $500 and a trip to 
Washington; second, $300; third, $200 

Che national prizes for pupils are: first, gold 
watch and a trip to Washington; second, gold 
watch; third, gold watch. 

New York State is permitted to award thirty 
third prizes of a bronze medal and $5 each for 
the pupil’s essays. These prizes were won by 
the following pupils: Mary O'Connell, School 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel, New York 
City; Alberta Dick, Holy Cross School, New 
York City; Betty Clark, Central Park Inter 
mediate School, Schenectady; Eleanor D 
Acosta, Central Park Intermediate School, 
Schenectady ; Edward Hayes, St Mary’s School, 
Dunkirk; Lilla Lovering, St Francis Xavier's 
School for Girls, New York City; Loretta 
McCarthy, St Veronica’s School, New York 
City; Daphne Lyle Jones, East Hill School, 
Ithaca; Mortimer Neshamkin, Trinity Place 
School, New Rochelle; Dorothy Husband, Fair- 
mount School, Jamestown; Homer Nash, Junior 
High School, Oneida; Grace Mayerat, District 
7, Golden, Holland; Mary E. Cook, Waterloo; 
Blanche Lacey, District 5, Frankfort; Florence 
M. Coe, District 10, Leyden, Boonville, Oneida 
county ; Ernest Chipman, Nyack Public School ; 
Robert S. Nelson, Plattsburg; Bertha Pierce 
Endicott; Bessie Sima, Public School 76, New 
York City; Mildred Dworkin, Washington 


Junior High School, Rochester; Robert Boyle, 


St John Evangelists School, New York City; 
Marion Bergstrom, Thomas Jefferson School, 
Binghamton; Charlotte Walrath, Canandaigua 
Union School; Dorothy McRoberts, Sacred 
Heart School, West New Brighton; Josephine 
O'Rourke, Ascension School, New York City; 
Arthur Howard Peterson, Mayville; Evelyn 
Fortmiller, Washington Grammar _ School, 
Newark; Robert Brassel, St Joseph's School, 
New York City; De Forest Morgan, Manlius; 
Lillian Trotter, St Augustine’s School, New 
York City 


oO 


Vassar Vocational Bureau 
Seeks To Assist Alumnae 


The Vocational Bureau at Vassar College 
has taken over the work of the former Teach- 
ers’ Registry and the later Occupation Bureau 
During this first year of reorganization the 
bureau has endeavored to get in touch with the 
alumnae who have been teaching, in an effort 
to find out their possibilities for advancement 
and to bring to them opportunities for such 
progress. The bureau is, therefore, in a posi- 
tion to assist those who are seeking good teach 
ers with experience. A survey of the senior 
class at Vassar has recently been made and a 
number of students who will finish this year 
hope to enter the ranks of teachers. 

Requests for information of any kind may 
be addressed to the secretary of the Vocational 
Bureau, Miss Zita L. Thornbury 


Teacher for 58 Years 
Dies at Age of 82 


Jennie Utter, a teacher in the Albany schools 
for 58 years, died March 20th, after a long 
illness. She was 82 years old. She retired 
June 30, 1920. 

Miss Utter was born in Albany in 1842 and 
was graduated from the State Normal College 
in 1861. She began teaching in 1862. 

Funeral services were held March 23d 


—() 


The bill providing for the daily reading of 
the Bible in the common schools of Kentucky 


has been signed by the governor. 





~~ 
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Suffolk County Schools 
‘ > ‘ ‘ 
Given Scores on Sanitation 

In the Long Island Medical Journal for De- 
cember 1923 an article appeared on “ Public 
School Sanitation” written by R. C. Craft, 
superintendent of schools of the second district 
of Suffolk county, and Dr Frank Overton, dis- 
trict state health officer. The article presented 
scores on sanitary conditions for the schools 
of the town of Brookhaven and Islip. 

Listed under items of advice for teachers are 
the following: 

Teach the pupils about the sanitary appliances 
that are in the school; explain their construc- 
tion, their use, and their care If you don't 
know how they work, study up the subject. 

Trust the pupils to use the appliances 
properly. 

Call the attention of the trustees and school 
boards to the defects in the appl.ances and to 
glaring instances of their abuse by the pupils. 

If necessary, appeal in writing to your dis- 
trict superintendent or health officer 

Failure of school boards and trustees to pro- 
vide proper sanitary facilities is sufficient 
ground for withholding public money from the 
district. But it would seem that the time has 
come when a sense of civic decency has sufficient 
force to require that the school should be a 
model in sanitary equipment and its mainte- 
nance. 


Talk on Naval Academy 
To be Broadcast on April 22d 


A talk about the United States Naval Acad- 
emy at Annapolis, Md., by Lieutenant Com- 
mander M. S. Tisdale, who addressed the 
Associated Academic Principals at their Syra- 
cuse meeting in December, will be broadcast by 
radio on April 22d from station WJZ of the 
Radio Corporation of America in New York 
City. Lieutenant Commander Tisdale is secre 
tary and treasurer of the academic board of 
the school. 

Officials of the Naval Academy have an- 
nounced that complete information regarding 
the requirements for admission to the school 
may be obtained upon application to the super- 
intendent. 


—_0-——_ 


The superintendent and every principal, super- 
visor and teacher in the Mount Vernon public 
schools belong to national, state, county and 


local teachers associations. 
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Summer Courses Offered 
in Dramatics and Pageantry 





A course in rural dramatics and another in 
rural pageantry are to be given this summer at 
the New York State College of Agriculture at 
Cornell University The purp thes 
courses 1s to train leaders for plays and pag- 
eants for granges, schools, community clubs 
churches, town and county fairs, farm 
home bureau mectings, et 

The course in pageantry will be given from 
July 5th to July 25th, and the dramatics « 
will be given from July 26th to August 15tl 
Each will consist of lectures and conference 
and practice work. 

Further information may be obtained from 
Professor Ralph A. Felt Department « 
Rural School Organization, New York Stat 


College of Agriculture, Ithaca, N. \ 
The Meaning of Americ: 
Do you know the origin of the word 


because 


*America?” It is rather interesting 
very few Americans know it We all say, 
when we are challenged to answer that ques 
tion, “ America, of course, as every child knows, 
was named after the great Italian cartographer, 
Amerigo Vespucci.” 

Yes, that is so, but where did Vespucci get 
his Christian name? What was the origin of 
his name Amerigo? 

That has been traced back and gives a real 
inspiration to our American life because the 
word Amerigo was originally, in Gothic, 
“ Amalric.” As the Gothic invasion went over 
the Alps and into Italy, the harshness of the 
| ’ 


Gothic language was softened by the patois of 


the vowel-loving Italian and “Amalric” be- 
came “ Amerigo,” and became America. 
What did Amalric mean? 


composed of two words “Amal” and “ ric.” 


Amalric was 


“Amal” meant work and “ric” meant con- 
quer: All conquering work. That is what 
America means, and can you imagine a more 
inspiring name for any country than that, 
“The work that conquers. All conquering 
work?” That is what America means and 
would to God that we could bring the inspira- 
tion of our name to every school child instead 
of telling every school child that we are simply 
named after an Italian cartographer who never 
saw America and who certainly never dis- 
covered it.— James M. Beck, quoted in the 
Alaska School Bulletin. 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


“< 


Issued semimonthly during the school year 
the State Department of Education 


CHARLES F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 


educational institutions of the State. To others it will 


cents a year, 5 cents for 


be mailed postpaid for 5( 
single copies. 


Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., und 
1912, 


postage provided for in 


er the act of 
August 24, Acceptance for mailing at special 
section 1103, act of 


1918, 


rate of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 


APRIL 15, 1924 


Rural Renewable Certificates 
Examinations for the rural school renewable 
certificate are not to be given after this year. 
The examinations will be given in June 1924 
and there will be an opportunity in August of 
this year to complete the examinations for this 
certificate. Teachers who are endeavoring t 
qualify for these certificates are urged to note 
however, that the June and August examina- 
tions will be the last ai which it will be pos- 
sible to earn this certificate, which is not to 
be issued after 1924. 

District 
make note of 
advise any teachers who may make inquiry in 


superintendents are also urged t 


this statement so that they may 


regard to this matter 


Commissioner's Calendar 


Commissioner Frank P. Graves will deliver 
the address at Gettysburg on July 4th in con- 
nection National Education Associa 
tion program of patriotic pilgrimages to shrines 
about Washington on that These pil- 


grimages are to be the culminating events of 


with the 
day. 


the annual meeting of the association in Wash 
ington. 
The 


the spring and early summer, being scheduled 


Commissioner has a full calendar for 


to make a number of addresses 
On April 11th, he 
superintendents of eastern New York at their 


addressed the district 


THE 
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meeting in the Education Building. He will 


speak on May 2d at the conference of teachers 


of the three supervisory districts of Niagara 
county in Lockport. An address on “ Educa- 
tion and Peace” is to be given by him at the 
alumni banquet and reunion of the North 


Adams (Mass.) Normal School on May 17th 
He will speak at the dedication of the Bedford 
Hills Schocl in Westchester May 
23d. 


A number oi 


county on 


commencement addresses are 
These 


at the graduation exercises of the New Paltz, 


also on his calendar include addresses 


Plattsburg and Brockport normal schools, at 
Elmira College on June 16th, and at Lasell 
Seminary for Young Women in Auburndale, 


Mass., on June 10th 
Doctor Graves is also scheduled to speak at 
Southside High School in 
On June 
Hunter 
Promote Teach 


the dedication of the 
Elmira at a date to be decided later. 
30th he will speak at a meeting in 
the Association to 
Deat 

A series of addresses are to be given by him 
18th, 19th and 20th at the North 


College for Women at Greensboro, 


* 47 
Lollege ot 


ing of Speech to the 


on June 
Carolina 
N. C 


— 


Silent Reading ‘Test 


The Examinations and Inspections Division 


in conjunction with the Educational Measure 
ments Bureau will offer to the schools of the 


State in June 


examination in silent 


This type of 


another 
reading for eighth grade pupils 
examination, which has met with universal ap 


proval, has now become a permanent part of 


the examination system. It will soon be obliga 
tory for all pupils seeking a preliminary cer 
tificate to pass that test. 

Keen interest in silent reading is evidenced 
by the favorable attitude of schoolmen toward 


the examination in silent reading and the en 
bulletins on silent 


Although skill in 
silent reading is highly valuable, it is pointed 


thusiasm with which the 


reading have been received. 


out that considerable value may come from oral 
Many have 
gained both the power to read well and an in 
what 


reading of well-written literature. 


creased appreciation of the content of 
they have read through the so-called oral read- 
ing. In attempting to increase skill in silent 
reading, skill in oral reading should not be 
entirely overlooked 
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Selection of Good Trustee Is of Vital Importance 


The annual school district meeting will be 
held this year on Tuesday evening, May 6th. 
Toa 
very great extent the efficiency of the schools 


At this meeting trustees will be elected. 


during the coming year in the common school 
State deter- 


mined by the wisdom of the choice made at this 


districts throughout the will be 
meeting of the person who shall hold this im- 
portant office. Every district voter is urged to 
attend this meeting, particularly every parent 
having a child in school, since the welfare of 
each child is vitally concerned. 

To conduct his office successfully the trustee 
will do these things 

1 He will employ a qualified teacher of abil- 
ity and character and will willingly pay the 
salary necessary to secure such teacher. He 
his district superintendent 
before entering into a contract. 

2 He will examine the school building soon 
after his election, make notes of any repairs or 
improvements that should be made before the 
opening of school, and will see that the work is 
started as soon as he takes office on August Ist. 
He will see that the building and toilets are in 
sanitary condition and that every reasonable 
comfort and convenience is provided for the 
children. 


will consult with 


3 He will see that a proper school census is 
taken on August 30th. 

4 He will carefully prepare the tax list for 
the collection of the annual school tax and com- 
plete it with warrant attached between Septem- 
ber Ist and October Ist and will deliver it to 
the collector aiter the collector has given and 
filed his bond approved by the trustee. 

5 He will see that the compulsory attendance 
law is enforced. 

6 If children are being transported at the 
expense of the district, he will give particular 
attention to the kind and sufficiency of convey- 
ance, having in mind at all times the 
venience, comfort and safety of the pupils. If 
the pupils are required to meet the conveyance 
at intermediate points, he will provide a com- 
fortable place of shelter for the pupils while 
waiting for the conveyance. He will see that 
the contractor operates the conveyance on a 
regular schedule. 


con- 


7 If special district meetings are necessary 
to be held during the year, he will call them 


promptly by written notice, stating carefully 
the question or questions to be considered 

8 He will listen patiently to the suggestions 
or complaints of the teacher or the parents, 
having in mind at all times that his principal 
duty is to maintain a good school. 

9 He will attend carefully to the suggestions 
of his district superintendent, who is the im 
mediate supervising officer, authorized by law 
to advise with him in regard to the performance 


of his duties 


10 He will make the required reports 
promptly and in businesslike form, showing ac 
curately receipts and disbursements and bal 


ances on hand. The voters of the district are 


entitled to a full and comprehensive statement 
of the financial condition of the district 

If a trustee has measured up to these stand 
ards, voters honor him with 


may properly 


reelection. If he has not fulfilled his duty, 
it is the voters’ opportunity and duty to select 
a new official, for they, not the Department 
the 


trustee. 


district superintendents, choose the 


The law makes it a duty to attend the 


nor 


annual meeting, the Legislature having deemed 
such meetings of sufficient importance to pre 
scribe as * Whenever district 
meeting shall be duly the 
duty of the inhabitants qualified to vote thereat, 
to assemble at the time and place for the meet 
Such a 


follows: any 


called, it shall be 


ing.” declaration of duty may be 


necessary for the voters who are not 


but for parents the duty is obvious 


parents, 
One hun- 
dred eighty days of every year are spent by the 
The ely 

a 


in his power to make this time both profitable 


children in school trustee has it larg 
and pleasant 

It is sometimes said that the office of trustee 
is a thankless office and for that reason it is 
passed around from one person to another “to 
distribute the burden.” This idea is based on a 
false conception of the real importance of the 
office. 


man 


It is an office that should appeal to the 


or woman who desires to render a real 
the and to the State 


The success of the school System ol the State 


service to community 
is largely dependent on the efficient manage 
Attendance 
at this annual meeting, election of a good trus- 


ment of the schools by the trustees 


tee and appropriation of the necessary moneys 
with which to enable him to maintain a good 
school are duties of voters. Irwin EsmMonp 
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Swimming Meets Planned 
by State Association 
Favorable action upon the proposal for a 
next was 
taken by the central committee of the New 
York State Public High School Athletic Asso- 
ciation at its recent meeting in Syracuse. A 
to study the 


statewide swimming meet season 


committee was also appointed 


tennis situation to determine how the associa- 
tion can best cooperate with tennis clubs and 
colleges in promoting this activity. 
football and_ baseball 


Postseason games in 


were opposed by the committee since such 
games are held to be against the best physical 
interests of high school boys. The committee 


also decided against conducting football and 


baseball tournaments at present. The introduc 


tion of soccer football as a high school sport 
was favored since this game is believed more 
satisfactory than Rugby football for boys of 


junior high school age. 

Action was taken to strengthen the enforce 
ment of eligibility rules and regulations govern- 
ing league and state championships. Members 
of the state association are requested not to 
schedule games with teams that may be under 
suspension by leagues in the state association 
or that are not in good standing in similar 
organizations in other states. 

Sectional track meets are to be held on May 
30th or 3lst and the final state meet is to be 
held on June 7th at Cornell University. The 
for these meets will be the 


fourteen sections 


same as last year. 


——_oO 


Lackawanna Voters Approve 
$530,000 School Program 


By overwhelming majorities on March 22d 


voters of Lackawanna approved five school 
propositions entailing an expenditure of $530,000 


two new 


and providing for the erection of 
schools and the improvement of two others. 

A new elementary school costing $225,000 
will be constructed and property will be 
chased for $10,000 on which another new schoo! 
costing $225,000 built. An addition 
costing $50,000 is to be built for School 4 and 


$20,000 will be 


pur- 


will be 


a heating system costing 


installed in School 2. 


rHE 
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Berkshire Industrial Farm 
Will Study ‘‘ Problem Boys”’ 
T he Be rkshire 
the “problem boy,” 


Industrial Farm, a school for 
a 3s, 
is about to begin, in cooperation with the Com- 
monwealth Fund of New York City, a study of 
The 


Farm is said to offer facilities comprising a per- 


located at Canaan, 


disorders Berkshire Industrial 


conduct 


fect laboratory for such a study in a highly 


scientific manner. A fine trade school is part 


also a new infirmary, 


equipment and 


bservation and special facili- 


of the 
designed to supply o 
ties for treatment of “ disturbed” cases. A rich 
recreational program is also available in apply- 
ing treatment. Dr Clinton P. McCord, con 


sulting psychiatrist to the farm, who is director 


of the mental hygiene work in the public 
schools of Albany, and instructor in educational 
hygiene in the Albany Medical College, will 
visit the farm regularly to direct the psychi 


atric research work. 
Doctor McCord will add to his staff for the 
work, a resident psychologist, 


conduct of this 


a psychiatric social worker and a secretary 


The aim of the Commonwealth Fund and the 
3erkshire Industrial Farm in this joint project 
is to make an intensive study of conduct dis- 
orders with the material under prolonged obser- 
It is hoped that the work 


to the 


vation and control. 


will prove of value country at large in 


indicating sound methods of treatment in deal 


ing with “problem boys” who are inmates on 


commitment or otherwise of private and public 
institutions. Work 


the staff which is being 


will be started as soon as 
careiully selected has 


been secured. 


(ee 


Mount Vernon School 
Observes Bank Anniversary 


The Sophie J. Mee School of Mount Vernon, 


a type of junior high school having 500 seventh 


and eighth grade boys and girls only, observed 


the cighth anniversary of the inauguration of 


its school bank Tuesday, March 25th, by every 
pupil in the school depositing something on that 
day. More than 75 per cent of the registered 
pupils are regular depositors every week in the 
school bank. Since the opening of the school 
year last September $3316.12 has been deposited 


by the pupils. 











BULLETIN TO 


Summer Music Courses 
Planned for Teachers 

The New York State College for Teachers 
in Albany announces a summer course of un- 
usual interest for all who wish to prepare 
themselves to teach music as supervisors and 
also for those who wish to be able to teach 
music in their own grades. All students at- 
tending this course will receive certificates of 
attendance and of work accomplished. The 
Department will give full credit toward a super 
visor’s certificate to students who satisfactorily 
complete the work as outlined. 

The work in this department will be in 
charge of the following: Ernest G. Hesser, 
director of music, Indianapolis; T. Frederick 
H. Candlyn, instructor in music, New York 
State College for Teachers, harmony; Ray 
Hartley, director of music in the Binghamton 
High School, sight singing; M. Louise Me 
Mahon, music department of Buffalo Stat 
Normal School, methods and material; Anna 
G. Gardner, assistant supervisor of music, 


Albany, practice teaching 


Essay Contest Planned 
on Life of Lincoln 


Announcement has been made by Francis G 
Blair, Superintendent of Public Instruction in 
Illinois, of a plan to encourage high school 
pupils to make a thorough study of the life and 
work of Abraham Lincoln. This is promoted 
by Jacob Bunn, son of the Jacob Bunn who was 
an intimate friend of Abraham Lincoln. 

This plan provides a medallion of Lincoln 
cast in government bronze, the work of Douglas 
Volk and Charles L. Hinton. This medallion 
will be given to the high school pupil in every 
recognized or accredited high school who writes 
the best essay on the life of Abraham Lincoln 
as judged by the head of the English depart- 
ment or by a committee selected by the high 
school authorities. It is to be an annual affair, 
and the medals are to be conferred on Feb- 
ruary 12th. 

Information concerning the details of this 
plan may be had from Jacob Bunn, president 
of the Illinois Watch Factory, Springfield, IIL, 
or from Superintendent Blair. 
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Department to Continue 
Holding Music Clinics 
Practical demonstrations of public school 
music work have recently been given in_ the 
high schools at Geneva and Binghamton. These 
have been conducted under the direction of Mr 
Russell Carter, Supervisor of Music in the 
Examinations and Inspections Division. At 
both these meetings music teachers from a con 
siderable area were present. The problems, 
usually presented by demonstration classes, were 
related to music reading in the grades, use of 
the voice, conduct of orchestral work and sim 
ilar subjects. These music clinics have been so 
enthusiastically received and have been consid 
ered so worth while that they will be incor- 
porated as an integral part of the field work 


of the Department 


New Pupils in Albion 
To Receive Physical Test 
The Parent-Teacher Association of Albion 
has started a movement in cooperation with the 
school authorities, that has the commendation 
of the Medical Inspection Bureau of the De- 
partment. Arrangements have been made by 
which all children who are to enter school next 
fall will be given a careful physical examina- 
ion during the summer and defects that are 
By this 


plan a health certificate will be prepared and 


found will be corrected if possible. 


submitted to the school authorities by the child 


on his admission to school. 


—— 


Port Jervis School Bank 
Has Deposits of $15,322.23 


Teachers and pupils of the Sullivan Avenue 
Grammar School in Port Jervis are proud of 
the success of the school bank. The bank was 
established on April 6, 1921 and every one of 
the 403 pupils in the school is a depositor. 
More than one-half of the twelve rooms of the 
school have been 100 per cent strong in deposits 
every bank day for the past year. The total 
deposits for March 1924 were $495.79 and the 
total deposits for the past 3 years are 


$15,322.2 


oe .a. 
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Demand Exceeds Supply 


of Special Class Teachers 
(Concluded from page 211) 
short, in the special class the opportunities for 
professional growth are almost limitless. 

Because the field is new, because the prob- 
lems involved demand a scientific treatment, 
teachers must be specially trained for the 
task. New York offers many opportunities for 
special preparation for the teaching of mental 
defectives. 

The Oswego State Normal School in its 
special class department is offering an intensive 
course including studies in educational measure- 
ments, general and applied psychology, study 
of exceptional children with special emphasis 
on the subnormal child, and many sorts of 
manual and industrial activities suited to special 
class instruction. An abbreviated and intensive 
portion of this course is given in 6 weeks in 
the summer school. 

The Geneseo State Normal School has 
charge of the educational work of Craig 
Colony at Sonyea and offers an opportunity for 
observation and practice under excellent super- 
vision, and also possibilities for studying wood- 
working, basketry, chair-caning, weaving and 
other forms of manual activities. 

Extension courses to schools within their 
vicinity and summer courses are offered by two 
universities in New York City, New York 
University and Columbia University. Cornell 
University has several courses in its educational 
department which form an excellent foundation 
for special class teaching. Neighboring states 
are offering courses which may be available to 
the teachers of New York State. The summer 
course at Vineland, N. J., has always been 
deservedly popular and of very great value to 
teachers. Harvard offers a summer course 
conducted by Dr Walter E. Fernald of the 
Massachusetts Training School for Mental 
Defectives. Special courses in this field are 
offered at Ohio State University under the 
direction of Dr H. H. Goddard, formerly of 
Vineland. This list does not exhaust the possi 
bilities offered to the teachers of New York 
State to prepare for special class teaching. The 
various summer school catalogs which are now 
available will give details concerning summer 


courses. 
If there are teachers or superintendents who 
wish further information concerning the oppor- 


tunity for the training of special class teachers 
or concerning the state requirements in regard 


to such teachers, they can secure such informa- © 


tion by corresponding either with the schools 
already mentioned or with the Supervisor of 
Special Classes in the State Department of 


Education. 
ELeanor A. Gray 


—_90-——_- 


History Teaching Survey 
Will Be Made in State 


An interesting investigation will be under- 
taken on May Sth and 6th in about 300 of the 
secondary schools of the State which have 
already been selected. This will be a survey of 
the results of history teaching in the State 
in order to determine the extent to which the 
several objectives, political, social and eco- 
nomic, usually claimed for history teaching, are 
being obtained. The survey will be conducted 
by the Examinations and Inspections Division 
under the direction of E. P. Smith, Supervisor 
of Social Science. 

The material for this survey consists of a 
test of about 230 multiple choice statements. 
This will require two periods of 45 minutes each 
for every class taking it. The results of the 
experiment will be published in a future number 
of the Bulletin and will be of special interest 
in view of the fact that three of the seven 
major topics in course C of the major sequence 
in history relate to the social, economic and 
political phases of our development as a nation. 

The schools that are to participate in the ex- 
periment will not only contribute to an investi- 
gation that is worth while in itself but will 
obtain both for themselves and for the schools 
of the State as a whole much data that will 
be helpful in improving the teaching of history 
in the State. 

—_O——_ 


More than 1500 men and women attended a 
luncheon at the Hotel Astor, New York City, 
on March 22d, as a testimonial to Charles W. 
Lyon, recently promoted associate superintend- 
ent of schools of New York City. 


—{)———— 


Pupils of the Monroe Junior High School in 
Rochester have begun the publication of the 
“ Monroe Life,” an attractive magazine of eight 
pages. The type was set and the paper printed 
in the printing department of the school. 
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Local History of New York State 
7 New Netherland under Peter Minuit 





The earliest view of Fort Amsterdam on Manhattan island 


Reversed from the view in Joost Hartgers’ Beschrijvinghe Van Virginia, Nieww Nederlandt, etc., printed 
at Amsterdam in 1651, in which the view was incorretiy engraved The original drawing was probably 


made before 1628. It shows the fort as it was inte 
constructed having but four bastions, instead of five, as 


With the advent of Peter Minuit and the 
establishment of a permanent settlement on 
Manhattan island, other sources of information 
regarding New Netherland besides Wassenaer 
begin to appear, so that it is possible to get a 
more definite idea of the conditions which pre- 
vailed in the colony. 

Among the most important of these sources 
are two letters of the Rev. Jonas Michaélius, 
the first minister in New Netherland, written 
from Manhattan island shortly after his arrival 
in the colony. 

The first of these letters, dated August 8, 
1628, was sent to Joannes Foreest, a prominent 
citizen of Hoorn, who at one time was a direc- 
tor of the West India Company. In it Domine 
Michaélius gives an account of his long and 
perilous voyage and the death of his wife and 
then describes the settlement on Manhattan 
island, as follows: 


A new fortress is in course of construction, 
not so much for protection against the savages. 


led to be laid out, but 
shown im the picture 


not actually built, the fort as 


whom we with God’s help need not fear so 
much from this time on, as against enemies 
from abroad. They are meanwhile beginning to 
build new houses in place of the hovels and holes 
in which heretofore they huddled rather than 
dwelt. They are also cutting wood and erecting 
another mill for the purpose of exporting t 
the Fatherland whole cargoes of timber fit for 
building houses and ships. And for building 
purposes there is greater lack of laborers than 
of materials. For besides many kinds of good 
timber, there is here clay for the making of 
bricks and tiles, though rather poor; but the 
quarry stones, not far away, are better for our 
use, and there are large quantities of oyster 
shells to burn for lime. The promise of the 
Lords Masters to grant me 6 or 7 morgens 
[12 or 14 acres] of land to support myseli in 
place of free board, which otherwise would be 
my perquisite, is worth nothing. For their 
Honors themselves knew perfectly well that 
neither horses nor cows nor laborers are to be 
had here for money. And this is the first item 
of the bill; time will show what else will fol- 
low. ‘Thus we lead a hard and sober existence 
like poor people. 


(Concluded on page 222) 
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New Netherland 
under Peter Minuit 


(Concluded from page 221) 


As to the people, he writes: 

Some Directors and Heads, by bad manage- 
ment, have rather kept back than helped the 
people and the country, and many among the 
common people would have liked to make a 
living, and even to get rich, in idleness rather 
than by hard work, saying that they had not 
come to work; that as far as working is con- 
cerned they might as well have staid home, and 
that it was all one whether they did much or 
little, if only in the service of the company. 
Such expressions were the burden of the song 
one heard all day long. And this sort of people 
are all, in course of time, reshipped home as 
useless ballast. 

This description of the character of the first 
flattering, but 
hardly surprising, in view of the fact that Hol- 


colonists is certainly not very 
land was then entering upon a period of un- 
precedented prosperity, so that it was difficult 
to induce the right sort of people to emigrate 
to a wild and distant country. Happily, there 
is another side to the picture, 
extract from the second letter, dated August 11, 


1628, which was addressed to the Rey. Adrianus 


as shown by an 


Consis- 
Amster 


Smoutius, one of the members of the 


tory of the Dutch Reformed Church at 
dam, as follows: 


At the first administration of the Lord's 
Supper which was observed, not without great 
joy and comfort to many, we had fully fifty 
communicants — Walloons and Dutch; of 
whom, a portion made their first confession of 
faith before us, and others exhibited their 
church certificates. Others had forgotten t 
bring their certificates with them not thinking 
that a church would be formed and established 
here; and some who brought them, had lost 
them unfortunately in a general conflagration, 
but they were admitted upon the satisfactory 
testimony of others to whom they were known, 
and also upon their daily good deportment, since 
we can not observe strictly all the usual for- 
malities in making a beginning under such 
circumstances. 

We administer the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord once in four months, provisionally, until 
a larger number of people shall otherwise re- 
quire. The Walloons and French have no 
service on Sundays, otherwise than in the 
Dutch language, for those who understand no 
Dutch are very few. A portion of the Wal- 
loons are going back to the Fatherland, either 
because their years here are expired, or else 
because some are not very serviceable to the 
company. Some of them live far away and 


could not well come in time of heavy rain and 
storm, so that it is not advisable to appoint any 
special service in French for so small a num- 
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ber, and that upon an uncertainty. Neverthe- 
less, the Lord’s Supper was administered to 
them in the French language, and according to 
the French mode, with a discourse preceding, 
which I had before me in writing, as I could 
not trust myself extemporaneously. 

It appears from this extract that the Wal- 
considerable part 


loons at that time formed 


of the population of the settlement, which ac- 
in 16 
New 


general 


28, was about 270. 
Netherland 
and council, 


cording to Wassenaer, 

The government of then 
consisted of the director 
who exercised executive, legislative and judicial 
functions. Manhattan island was from the first 
reserved to the West India Company and was 
administered and exploited for the benefit of 


the company, not a foot of land being then 


owned by any of the colonists. 


The first secretary of the colony was Isaack 
de Rasiére, who like Minuit was of Walloon 
extraction and who arrived in July 1626. He 


soon fell out with the director and returned to 
Holland in 1628. He 


who acce ding to 


was succeeded by Johan 


van Remunde, Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer slandered many persons behind their 
likewise quarreled with the 


backs, and who 


director, with whom he was summoned home 
1631. They 
Eendracht [Unity], 
months in Plymouth, 
Holland in the 


same ship, returned the Rev. 


sailed early in 1632 on the ship 
which was held up for 4 
England, but finally arrived 
With them, on the 


Jonas Michaélius, 


summer. 


who in England seems to have been allowed to 
leave the ship and to proceed to Holland, where 
on March 4, 1632, he appeared before the Con- 
sistory of Symon 
Dircksz Pos, a member of the New 
Michaélius had been very active in 


Amsterdam. According to 


Council of 
Netherland, 
stirring up trouble between the director and the 
in 1637, when he applied 
New 


would 


secretary, so that later, 
for permission to return as 
Netherland, the West India 
not accept his services but appointed the Rev. 
Everhardus Bogardus in his stead. 

Minuit was succeeded as director general of 
New Netherland by Wouter van Twiller, who 
sailed for his post on the ship Soutberg in July 
1632 and arrived at Manhattan in April of the 
following year. Between the departure of 
Minuit and the arrival of van Twiller, Bastiaen 
Jansen Krol, the former comforter of the sick 
and commander of Fort Orange, held the office 
Netherland 


minister to 
Company 


of director general of New 
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Notes from the Field 


The dedication of the new school in Sharon 
took place on March 28th The cost of the 
school and its equipment was $60,000. 


Taxpayers of Moravia have voted down the 
proposition to raise an additional $40,000 for 
the erection of a high school for which $100,000 
was previously appropriated 


Mary A. Jones has resigned as principal of 
School 20, Albany, after a long period of 
service. Her successor is Giles D. Clark, prin- 
cipal at Warrensburg 


National Music Week will be observed 
throughout the country from May 4th to 10th 
Suggestions for participation in the observance 
of the week may be found in a guide issued by 
the National Music Week Committee, 105 West 
40th street, New York City. 


An additional appropriation of $250,000 has 
been made for the Mamaroneck school, making 


a total appropriation of $725,000. 


By a majority of 57, taxpayers of Canastota 
have approved the proposition to build a high 
school costing $165,000. 


John L. Riley of the Department spoke at 
the closing exercises of the immigrant educa- 
tion classes of the evening schools of Pough- 


keepsie on March 28th ° 


Lewis A. Wilson, Director of the Division 
of Vocational and Extension Education of the 
Department, spoke at the closing exercises of 
the evening schools in Schenectady on March 


25th. 
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